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Wr NINO RICCI BEGAN 


working on his creative writing thesis as a gradu- 
ate student at Concordia, he had no idea that it 
would win the 1990 Governor-General’s Award for 


fiction. 
Governor-General Ray MHnatshyn presented 


Ricci (M.A., 1987) the prestigious award, which 
includes a cash prize of $10,000, at a ceremony in 
Montreal's Place des Arts on January 22. 

Before Ricci’s thesis was published as Lives of the 
Saints, it underwent painstaking revision, includ- 
ing the removal of more than a hundred pages and 
the complete rewriting of many more. The pro- 
logue that introduced the thesis is now destined to 
be the last scene in the final novel of Ricci’s Saints 
trilogy. 

"The first chapter has more or less disappeared," 
Ricci explained. "I cut out the first 70 or 80 pages 
of the book and began much more at the begin- 
ning of the action and integrated the sociological 
material that those 80 pages had contained as the 
story unfolded. " 

Stephen Henighan, a friend and fellow Concor- 
dia Creative Writing graduate, helped Ricci in the 
later stages, mostly by suggesting that he "cut 
about 150 pages from the novel." 


Nino Ricci accepting his Governor-General’s Award at Place Des Arts. 


Writing Lives of the oats 


By Ray Beauchemin 


However, it was his thesis advisor at Concordia, Terry Byrnes, who helped the most, Ricci said. 
"I think there was a leap in my writing abilities in that period. I thank Terry for helping me see the kinds of things 
that I was doing that just involved trying to be impressive and the kinds of things I was doing that actually had some 


real content behind them. 


"He was fairly hard on me in those initial stories, while at the same time being very encouraging and saying this 
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Last YEAR THE CREATIVE writing 
faculty in the Department of English began 
to take stock of the program’s accomplish- 
ments and those of its grad- 
uates. Creative Writing had 


in one case, the world’s first "interactive 
computer novel." They work in film and 
the electronic media, and they have 
established publishing houses, 
magazines and newsletters. The 


existed as an undergraduate | ' | ( ( fl f | ( recognition our graduates have 


major since 1980, and as a 
graduate option for several 
years before that. Even a 
cursory look around made it 
clear that graduates of Con- 
cordia’s Creative Writing 
program had made impres- 
sive contributions to 
Canadian writing and publishing since the 
program’s inception. 

Concordia Creative Writing students 
(and faculty) have published shelves full of 
successful fiction, poetry and drama - and, 


CCW_LIBRARY PLANNED 


IN 1992, THE CREATIVE WRITING Pro- 
gram, with the Department of English and 
the Norris Library, will be moving to a per- 
manent home in a new building on De 
Maisonneuve Boulevard between Stanley 
and Bishop Streets. There, we'll finally 
have the space to realize a small but long- 
lived ambition - a library devoted exclu- 
sively to the publications of Creative Writ- 
ing graduates. 

If you published a book after graduating 
from Concordia, let us know. Better yet, 
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received - from commercial suc- 
cess to nominations for Books in 
Canada, CBC Literary Contest, 
OSPELL and Governor General’s 
awards - confirms the value of 
their achievements. 

Many of you took the time to 
fill out and return a lengthy 
questionnaire we sent you last year. The 
questionnaire solicited your feelings about 
the Creative Writing Program, asked about 
your current activities and your plans. One 
thing that became clear from your 


send us a copy for the new library. 

If you don’t have books to send us, we 
still want to find out what you’re currently 
publishing and to announce your recent 
and forthcoming books, stories, essays, 
poems and productions in future issues of 
CCW News. 

The following 
list, which is far 
from complete, 
shows just how 
productive our 
graduates have 
been in the past 
few years: 

Nino Ricci, 
Lives of the 
Saints. Cormorant. 

Daniel McBain, Art Roebuck Comes To 
Born With A Tooth. Oberon Press (Spring 
1991). 

wa nnnnannnna- , Cocori (translation). Cor- 
morant. 

Stephen Henighan, Other Americas. 
Simon and Pierre 

Jia Lin Peng, Wild Cat: Stories of the Cul- 
tural Revolution. Cormorant. 

Mohamud S. Togane, The Epic of the 
Zulus. The Muses’ Company (Fall 1991). 

Ron Silverstein, Diary of a Glass Blower in 
Solitude. Cormorant 

David Solway, Education Lost. OISE 
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responses was your continuing interest in 
writing and in being part of a community 
of writers. Concordia provides that 
community, but it’s often lost when our 
graduates move from Montreal, or when 
they take demanding full-time jobs. A 
majority of those who returned the 
questionnaire said they were interested in 
re-establishing contact with Concordia and 
with other Creative Writing graduates. 

Our response to the needs and interests 
of our graduates is CCW, The Concordia 
Creative Writing News. We'll be publishing 
CCW twice a year to speak to, and to pro- 
vide a forum for, the extended community 
of Concordia Creative Writing graduates. 

Write and let us know your reaction to 
this first issue of CCW News. 


Press. 

Ronnie Brown, Decisive Moments. Anthos 
Books. 

Claire Rothman, Salad Days. Cormorant. 


If your name and title(s) have been left out (as we 
know many have), or you have received awards or 
nominations for your writing, let us know. Send copies 
of books/titles of publications to us c/o CCW News. 


1990-91 READING PROGRAM 


September - Writer-in-Residence Vittorio 
Rossi read from his plays Little Blood 
Brother and Scarpone. 

October + Governor-General’s Award 
winner Nino Ricci read from the forth- 
coming book in his "Rita" series. 

November + Ottawa fiction writer and 
poet Frances Itani read from her short 

: story collection Truth 
or Lies. 

February ® Janice 
Kulyk Keefer, nov- 
elist, short story 
writer and _ poet 
presented a semi- 
nar on Canadian 
writer Mavis Gal- 
lant: "Bridges and 
Chasms: Miulticul- 
tural Paradigms in 
Mavis Gallant’s ‘Virus X.’" This 
was followed by a public reading 
from her own work. 

Tuesday, March 12 ¢ Poet Tim Lilburn. 
Room 308, Norris Building, Sir George 
Williams Campus at 8:15 PM. 

Tuesday, March 26 * Poet Lorna Crozier. 
Room 308, Norris Building, Sir George 
Williams Campus at 8:15 PM. 
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work obviously shows a great deal of potential - even 
though there was a great number of things that he didn’t 
like about it. 

"And I appreciated that. I liked the fact that he was 
very uncompromising in his evaluation while at the 
same time showing that he understood what I was trying 
to do." 

Ricci also cites the value of the academic work he was 
doing when he composed Lives of the Saints. "During the 
writing of the early drafts of the novel, I had just finished 
two courses of literary theory and at that point the ideas 
were looming large in my head. I thought that they were 
very important but they hadn’t entered my 
consciousness at that point to have really influenced me 
at a base level, an emotional level. I understood the ideas 
intellectually but wasn’t ready to use them fully in my 
writing. I became aware of that partly through Terry’s 
help." 

The novel also draws heavily on Ricci’s family 
background and his knowledge of his mother’s village in 
Italy. Lives of the Saints is about Christina Innocente, a 
resident of Valle del Sole, an Italian village that’s at the 
crossroads of an ancient and superstitious Christianity 
and a modern, worldly reality. The book is narrated from 
the point of view of Christina’s son, Vittorio, who looks 
back to the experiences of his childhood and tries to 
decipher the complex, remembered world of his 
memories. 

The fictional village in Lives of the Saints is based on an 
actual Italian village but, Ricci says, "I wanted to push 
the community back to just pre-twentieth century, to 
pre-modernity, to the point of transition. The mother in 
the book, Christina, represented that force of modernity 
for me. It made people change their mentality, their way 
of looking at the world." 

Ricci says the final two books of his trilogy will create a 
sense of the narrator’s "having lost his home and [his 
search] to recreate the past, which for him is the village 
and his mother. 


LIVES OF THE SAINTS 


—a novel— 


by Nino Ricci 


"Tf this story has a beginning, a moment 
at which a single gesture broke the surface 
of events like a stone thrown into the sea, 
the ripples cresting away endlessly, then 
that beginning occurred on a hot July day 
in the year 1960, in the village of Valle del 
Sole, when my mother was bitten by a 
snake." 


| -from Lives of the Saints 


"It’s about the way we look for meaning in our lives, 
about the way we try and structure our experience so 
that it does have meaning, so it seems to be moving 
toward some goal." 

Ricci, who now lives in Toronto, says that his goal 
these days is to continue with his writing. The second 
novel in the trilogy is in its third draft, which he hopes 
is its final version. Although Cormorant Books 
published the first novel, Ricci says he hasn’t yet 
thought about a publisher for the second, In a Glass 
House. 

The Governor-General’s Award followed a series of 
nominations for literary honors for Ricci. In Montreal he 
was considered for a QSPELL Award (a_ yearly 
competition for English-language writers in Quebec) 
but lost to Mordecai Richler’s Solomon Gursky Was Here. 
In Vancouver, he won the EG. Bressani Award, which 
honors Italian contributions to the understanding of 
Canada’s multicultural society. He is now waiting for 
the March issue of Books in Canada, which will announce 
the winner of that magazine’s First Novel Award. 

Ricci says, however, that he doesn’t think that most 
writers practice their craft for the specific purpose of 
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Irving Layton Award 


ConcorpiA UNIVERSITY HAS 
played a major role in supporting the 
literary arts over the years, employing 
such writers as Mordecai Richler, Mar- 
garet Atwood, Adele Wiseman, Austin 
Clarke, Michel Tremblay and Elizabeth 
Spencer. These writers, in turn, have 
helped provide a training ground for 
generations of younger writers. 

In recognition of the service given by 
these writers and as an encouragement 
to young writers, the Creative Writing 
Program established the Irving Layton 
Award for Creative Writing in 1989. 
The award was established in the name 
of Irving Layton to honor his close asso- 
ciation with Concordia University, 
which goes back to the days of Sir 
George Williams University. Irving Lay- 
ton’s distinguished career as a poet 


ay Set Newel 


by Marc Elias 


CREATIVE WRITING STUDENTS 
in the Department of English find 
themselves part of one of the most 
dynamic programs 
in Concordia Uni- 
versity. With the 
continued success 
of its graduates 
and the addition of 
new faculty mem- 
bers and new 
courses, there is a 
constant stream of 
developments for 
students to keep 
abreast of. 

To respond to the 
needs of the Concordia undergraduate 
writing community, a group of stu- 
dents from the department’s Editing 
and Publishing class is currently in 
production of a newsletter called &, 
the Concordia Writing Student News. 
This newsletter is designed to keep 
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speaks for itself, and for many years he 
was a generous and inspiring teacher as 
well. 

The Irving Layton Award in Creative 
Writing is given annually in the amount 
of two $500 awards, one for poetry and 
one for fiction. Any Concordia under- 
graduate is eligible to compete for the 
award. The winners of the 1990 Irving 
Layton Award were Sara McDonald 
(Prose) and Shannon Stewart (Poetry). 

Because we want to offer this award on 
a continuing basis, we want it to be self- 
sustaining. Consequently, we must raise 
$10,000 to place in an interest-bearing 
account. A trust account has been set up 
toward this end. If you would like to 
make a tax-deductible contribution to 
this recognition of excellence, please 
make out a cheque payable to "Concor- 
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students and teachers informed of the 
day-to-day activities of the department 
and its graduates, as well as offering a 
number of special features. 

The first issue is slated for release in 
early February, and will be distributed 
through the offices of the English Depart- 
ment. It will include a feature article on 
the dynamics of writing work- 
shops, an interview with the 
department’s newest full-time 
faculty member, Mary di 
Michele, and the first instalment 
of a "Student’s View" column. 
Continuing features such as 
upcoming events, publishing 
tips and a small creative section 
will appear in every issue. 

The editors hope that this 
newsletter will provide an 
opportunity for the students of 
Creative Writing to achieve a 
greater awareness not only of the activi- 
ties and accomplishments of their depart- 
ment, but also of their own potential for 
coming together as a community with 
one common purpose, becoming better 
writers. 


» 
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dia University" and marked on the back: 
"The Irving Layton Award." 
Send your donation to: 
Brian Selwood, Special Projects 
The Office of University 
Advancement 
Concordia University 
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
Montreal, Que. H3G 1M8 


All contributions will be recognized in 
future issues of CCW. 


N IN O RICCI continued 


winning awards and making money. 

"That kind of reward is_ either 
non-existent or transient. I feel quite 
committed to my writing and to moving 
forward with it. I don’t consider Lives of 
the Saints a point of arrival for me. I 
really did see it as the first of many books 
and I hope that I will move on both in 
terms of my understanding of writing 
and my ability to assimilate experience 
and present it in a challenging way." 


Next in CCW 


The Study of Laughter 
Michel Choquette offers a 
course on comedy writing 


Awards and more awards for 
Concordia graduates, including 
Layton Award winners 

New full-time faculty 
member Mary di Michele 


And your responses to CCW 


